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THE BATTLES ON THE PENINSULA..
The Republican pubhahea, aa " furnished by (he Gov¬

ernment,'' (he following preliminary report by General
McCLKLLAN of a portion of the operations of the Army
on the Peninsula:

Headquarters Akmy of the Potomac,
Camp at Berkeley ( Va.) July 15, H#W.

OenekaL: Without waiting to receive the reports of
all the subordinate commanders, I aubmit the following
very biief narrative of the oporationa of thia army since
the 25th ultimo.
On the 24th of June I received information that ap

peured entitled to aome credit, tbat Qen. Jackson wna at
Frederick's Hall w.th his eutire force, conaisting of hia
own diviaion with thou* of Ewell and Whiting, and that hia
intention waa 11 atttck our right flank and rear, in order
to cut off our communication with the White House, and
to thn>w the right wing of the army into the Chickabnmi-
ny. Fortunately, I had a few daya before provided
against this contingency by ordering a number of trans¬
ports to the James river, loaded with commissary, quar¬
termaster, and ordnance supplies. 1 therefore felt free to
watch the enemy clostly,wait events.and act according to
eircumstancea, fa-li g sure that if cutoff from the Pamun-
key I could gaiu th* Jam -a river for a rear ba«e.

1 placed O^n Htonemari in commaud of the cavalry on
the right, enirnating to hia charge the picket duty towards
Hanover Couit-house, to give the earliest possible infor¬
mation of an advance of the enemy from that direction.
0 i the 25th Qen. Heintzelman waa directed to drive in

the >-nemy'a pickets from khe w ods in hia front, in order
to g ve us command of the cleared fielda atill further in
advance. Ibis waa gallantly and handaomely done under
a stubborn resistance, the brunt of the fighting falling
upon the division of Hooker. Jjst as the new line was
gained, I was called from the field by intelligence which
te d d strongly to confirm the belief that Jackson was
realU approaching.

1 imraediat-ly repaired to the camp of General Fi'z
John Porter, commanding on the right of the Cbicka-
hominy, to obtain further inform-ttiou and arrange the
u ivementa for tie morrow. Ou my arrival I found that
there waa a strong probability ot Jackson's advancing,
although not a certainty of it I therefore determined to
i-ave our heavy guns in battery and to retain MoCall's
division in its strong position on Beaver Dam oreek, near
Mechanicsville, posting merely imali outputs t<> watch
ttie crossing near Meadow Bridge and Mecbanicaville and
to give MeUall immediate notice of the eoemy's approach.
Porter's remainiug troops were to be held in reserve,
ready to act according to circumatancea< The ceutre and
lelt of the a* my were alao to be held in readineaa to re-

pul»e any at'ack, or to move to the aaaistance of the right.
it had long beiorc been determined to hold the position

of Beaver Dam creek n the event of beir g attacked on
that side, for the rrasons that the portion was intrinsi¬
cally a very strong on*-, waa less liable to be turned on
either flank than any position iu advance of it, and brought
the army in a more concentrated and manageable condi¬
tion. The natural atrrugth of the po-itiou had been aome-
what increaaed by alight rifle-pita and felling a little timber
in front of it; with the exception of epaulmenta for artil¬
lery near Gaines's and Hogan's bouses, to aet agaiuat the
enemy's batteries on the ripht bank of the Chickabominy,
there were no other artificial defences on the left bank ot
that »tream. Our position on the right bank of the liver
bad beeu iendered reasonably secure againat aasault by
letting timber and the construction of slight earthworks.
Measures bad already been taken to secure the passsge of
White Ofk R*amp.
The right wing, under the command of Gen Fitf John

Porter, consisted of the divisions «f Morell, Sykea, and
McCall, wi'h a large part of the cavalry reacrve. He had
ten heavy guna in the battery ou the bauka of the Chicka¬
bominy.

8uch wns the atate of affairaon the morning of June 96.
I was by tbat limeaatiafl-d that I had to deal with at least
double my number a, but ao great waa my confidence in
the conduct of the offirera, ana the bravery, discipline, and
devotion of my men, tbat I felt contented calmly to await
the bursting of the coming storm, ready to profit by any
fault of the enemy, and sure that I could extricate the
army from any difficulty in which it might become involv¬
ed. No other course was open to me, for my information
in regard to the ui<»veuj»nt* of the enemy waa too meagre
to enable me to lake a decided course.

I bad not long to wait. During Ibe sfternoon of the
2ftth the enemy crosafd, in several ci luinns.in the viciuity
ot Mechaniciville and Meadow Bridge, and attacked Mo-
Call in his pos ti»>n at Beaver Dam creek. Bis icpeated
efforts were constantly repulsed, with but little loss on
our side, but with great slaughter on the part of the ene¬

my. Tbecoute<t ceased here about 9 P. M , the enemy
leaving ua m full poatesaion of every part of tbe fi-lil of
battle. During the action McCall waa supported by tbe
brigadea of Martiodale and Griffii, of tbe diviaion of Mo¬
rell. While this was going on there wa« some sharp affairs
of picketa on the centre and left, but nothing of a serious
nature.
By this time I had certain information that Jackson was

rapidly n lvancing, in atrong force, from Hanover Court¬
house, and tbat hia advance gusrd had probably p<rtlci-
pated in tb* battle of Beaver Dam creek. This rendered
that position untenable. -¦ I therefore determined still fur¬
ther t> concentrate the army by withdrawing Porter's
command to a position near Gaines's Mill, where he could
rest both l>is flanks <>n the Chickabominy, and c<>ver tbe
most important bridges over that stream. The wagons
and heavy guns were withdrawn during the night, tbe
troops falling back tn lto ir new position early in tbe morn¬
ing. The enemy attacked Seymour's brigade, oon>t>tutit<g
the rear guatd of tbe division of McCall, but were sharply
repuUed, mid the movement waa not firth-r moleated.

In th* couma of the morning of the 27th I received in¬
telligence that Long«treet's corps waa at Mechariicaville,
ready to move down ou either bank of the Cbicknhommy,
according t<> c'rcumstancea. This intelligence, and many
threnV nig movements of the enemy on various paitsof
the centre and I ft, placed a limit to the amount of the rein¬
forcements ovtilsbie for the support of Porter. Utd r ttie
circumstances, it was iinp<>s* ble to withdraw him to Ibe
right bank of the Chickabominy by daylight. The enemy
were ao close upon hiin that the attempt w<uld h ive in-

.urrd the loss of a large portion of hia corps, and, in any
event, th ab ndo'iineot of liis position at th it tim would
have placed < ur right fl»nk and r»ar at the mercy of the
enemy. It waa necesaary to fight bim where we stood, to
bold our position, at any cost, uutil night, and in the mean
time to perfect tbe arrangements for the change of base to
the Jamea river

Iu the report of Gen Potter will be f-mnd a detsiled de¬
scription of the field of battle at Gainea'a Mill, and the cir*
cumatances of that eventful contest, creditable alike to the
energy of the enemy and the desperate lalor of the com
paratively small band that repel'eJ the attacks of bis en. r-
uioua ma*ass It w>li suffice, for the purpoees of this 'C-

port, to atate tbat ibe action commenced about 2 1* M
and that during the afternoon 1 ord-red up the d vision of
Blocum to the support ot Porter, and soon afier the bri-

Klesr f French and Meagher, of Kchardson's divis on.
e latter were not engaged. At a later period two bri¬

gades of Peck's diviaion were ordered forward, bat, as
their serv oes were not needed, they did not cross the
Cbichaboiuiny. The contest continued, with varying for¬
tunes, uutil dark, when the enemy discontinued his attsck
Daring the night the final withdrawal of tbe right wing
across tbe Chickabominy waa completed,w thout difficulty
and without eonfuaio ., a portion of the regulara r*ina<niug
on tbe left bank until the morn ng of the 2Hth Early un
tbat morning the bridges were burned, ai d the whole
army waa thus concentrated on the r ght bank of the
Cbickahominy

Daring the bsttle of Gaines'a Mill tbe po ition of G»n.
f-'mitli waa warmly attacked, but tbe enemy waa at once

repulsed wi b losa.
In the course nf the night of tbe 27th Gen. Keyes waa

ordered to cross the White Osk Swamp with fhe urth
Corps and take op a position to cover the passage of tbe
trains. Measures were also taken to increase the number
of bridges aero«s the swamp. The trains were set in m -

tion at ?n early hour, an<i continued pa-sing across the
swamp, night and day, without intermissii n, until all had
crossed.
On the 83tb Porter's corps was also m >ved across the

White Oak Swamp, and on tbe morning of tbe 2Dih t< ok

.

up * position covering the rotds leading from Richmond
towards White Onk Swauin and Long Bridge. During
he night of the 28tb and '29th the divisions «t Slocum and
McCull were ordered aero*s the White Oak Swamp, and
were placed in position to cover the passage of the re-
mairing divisions and train*, fn the C"urse of the i«mc

night the corps of Humner and Heintielman and the_ divi¬
sion of Smith were oidered to fall back fr"iu their original
positions to an interior line re ting upon Reyes's old en-
trenchnent* on the left, and so arrange! as to cover
Savsge Station. They were ordered to bold this positiou
until dark, then to fall back across the swamp* and rejoin
the lent of the army. This order wu not ful'y carried
at, nor was the exact positiou 1 designated occupied by

the d Iffrent divisions concerned. Nevertheless, the re¬
sult was tbat two attacks of the enemy.oue a very de¬
termined onset.were signally repulsed by Sumner's corps,
tsaisted in the laat by Smith's division of the sixth c-rp*.
t hese are the two actions k own as the affair of Allan's
Field and the battle of Savage Station. The third corpsororsed the swamp before dark, having left its position
before the hour assigned, and was not in action during
tbat day, (the 29tb.) The second corps and Smith's divi-
«iun tal. ly crossed the swamp during the night with all
t' eir guns aiid material, and brought up the rear of the
wngou train.
lathe bight of the 29th and 30;h the four h and fifth

corps were ordered to move to James river, to rest on
that river at or near Turkey bend, and occupy a positiou
perpeudicular to the river, thus covering the Charles Cjtyroad to Richmond, opening cnmuiuncation with the gun¬
boats, and cover ng the wegnn train, which was pushed a*
rapidly as possible upon Haxall'a ai.d Harriaou's plantations.
'I he remaining corps were moved in the same direction
and po«t*d to as to cover the main roads leading from
Richmond as well as the crossings by which the army had
pasMd the White Oak Swamp, and to guard the paasage
of our large trains to the James river.
Wheu the troops weie in position in the afternoon, be¬

fore the enemy attacked, they were ported about as follows:
P rter, with two divisions, (Morell's and Sykes's) and th"
mass of the reserve a tillery ou Malvern Hill, (tl>e left of
the position;) n^xt Couch, with one brigade of Peck's
division in reserve; next Sedgwick; th^n McCall, Hooker,
Kearny, Slocum, Naglee'a brigade, Ricbartson, and Smith.
During tbeactiois which ensued at Turkey Bridge, on the
New Mticket road. (Glendale,) and at White Oak Swamp
changes were made in this disposition.
The result of the various actions of the 30tb, duringwhich our whole line was attacked, was that the en-my

was every where repulsed, except in his attack uponMcCalt's division, which, hard press-d by grea'ly superior
numbers, and having lost three of it* general officers, broke
and lo*t most of its artillery. The gal ant conduct of their
comrade* near by, especially Hooker's division, retrieved
thai mn-hip ai;d rendered it impossible lor the enemy to
reap any advantages from it.
By this time the la«t of the trains had reached Haxall's

Landing, and dunug the night the troops fell back to the
vicinity of that place, all airivii^g in safety and unmolested
at an early hour of the morning. They were promptlyplaced in position to offer battle to the enemy nbould be
a^ain attack, the left of the line resting oil the admirable
position of Malvern Hill, with a brigade in the low grounl
to the left, witching the road to Richmond, the line th-n
following a 1 n« of heights nearly parallel to the riv»-r, and
bending back through the woods nearly to the James river
ou our right. Ou the left we relied up n the natural ad¬
vantages of the position; on the right, where the natural
.trength was less, «ome little cutting ot timber was done,
and tne roals blockeJ. Although our force was small for
so extensive a position, it was necessary to bold it at anycost.

...When the battle commenced in the afternoon, I saw that
in the faces and beating of the men which satisfied me that
we were sure of victory The attack was made upon . ur
left and left ceutre, and the brunt of it was borne by Por¬
ter's c »rps (including Hunt's resuve artilleiy and Tyler's
heavy guns) and Couch's division, reinf reed by the bri¬
gades of fcichl-s and Meagher. It wa* de-perate, brave,
a d determined, but so destructive was the fire of our
numerous artillery, so heroic the conduct of our infantry,and so aduiirab e the dispositions of Porter, that no troopscoul J have carried the position. La'e in the even ngtheene
my tell back, thoroughly beaten, with dreadftil sUughter.
So completely was he crushed, and so great were bis losses,
tt.at be has not siuee ventured to attack us.
Previous to the battle of Malvern, I had ful'y consulted

with Commodore Rodgers, and with him uivta a hasty re-
connoiar auce of the positions of the river. The d fflcultyof passiug our transports above City Point was so great
tbat I determined to fall hick upon the position now occu-
pied by the army.a position, too, niuch less extensive
than tuat of Malvern, and ther- fore permitting me to give
the men the rest they so much needed Accordingly the
army fell back dtiring the night of the l«t and 2d July,reaching the plaoe at an early hour on the 2d. On the 3i
the troops wero placed essentially in their present posi-tions.
To the calm judgment of history and the future I leave

fhe ta k of pronouncing upon this movement, confident
that its verdict will be that no such difficult movement
was ever more successfully executed ; that no army ever
fought more repeatedly, heroically, and success ully agauist
sucn great odds; that no ui«u of any race ev*r displayed
greater d scipliue, endurance, patience, and chferlulness
under ruch h-irdships.
My mind cannot coin expressions of thanks and admi-

ratiou wbrui enough or intense enough to do justice to
my feelings towards the army I am so proud t > command
To u>y countrymen I confidently commit ihem, convinced
they will ever honor every brave man who served during
throe seven historic diys with the army of the Potomac.
Upon whatever field it may hereafter be cal'od >.pon to
act, 1 ark thai it may o^ver lose it* name, but may ever
be kno«vu as the Army of the Potomac.a name which it
uever has nor ever will di>g.ace

It is not my purpose now to make mention of d stin
gu shed ssrvics, The names of tbure who deserve well
of their country wou'd swell this report to too gieatdi-
meimions. I will simply call attebtion to the invaluable
serviced rendered by the artillery, and say tbat i's per¬
formances have fully justified my anticipations, and prove
it to be our policy to cherish and increase tbtt arm of lb-
service.

I cannot conclude thia report without expressing my
thanks to th> gallaut and accomplished Commodore Ji bn
Kodgers for the valuable assistance rmlered the aimy in
various waji, but especially by the fire of a portion ot the
flntills »po the flank of ibe en-my att:u king Malvern Hill
ou the 30th of June and l*t of Ju'f. '1 heir fire was ex¬
cellent and produced very beneficial results.

I am, Cetera!, very r< spect'ully, y' ur obedient servant,
GEO. B McCLELLAN,

M»J >r General Commanding.
Brig. Gen. L. Tiiomah, Adjutant Oeneial.

CONNECTICUT ELECTION.

TLe regular election for Statu officers and inembera of
Congress took place yesterday, after a apirited and earnest
campaign. The twot ckets fur State officeis were as follows

Drmonral Republican.Governor Thos. H. Beymnor, Wm A. Buckingham.Lt. Governor ..James A llovey, Rm er Averill
S-c'y of State.. James H. lloyt, J. II- Trumbull.
Treasurer A. L. Kidatou, Gabriel W. C«-i e.
Comptroller.... Lloyd C. Ball win, Lemau W. Cuter.
The names of the candidates of th* two parties for Rep¬

resentatives in Congress are ss follows.'he first two nam.
ed on the Republican side being " War Denv crsts i"
Dili. D' mm rati. Hipuhhcan*.1 Abram P. Hyde, ( JlrmyC Deming,St James E Kng ish, ' 8 miiel L.Warner,
3 Win M. Converse, Augustus Braiidegefc,4 Geo C Woodruff, Joho H Hubbard.
'1 he Republican msj nity in the State at the last e'ec-

11on was upwards of nuie thousand votes. We b*ve the
following telegi aphio reports f.om the elvcti ui of yester-
d iy, »b >w tug that ti e Republicans have tinw carried the
8 ute by tl.r^e th »u>« d majority ;

Hah i FnHO, AI'hii. 0. 1U P. M .The Republican* carry
the State, and elect Henry C. Deming to Congress from
the fiist dislr et.

, , nNew London g ves Buckingham (Republican) for Go¬
vernor 343 imj -rity, Colchester «iv^a hiin W, Waterford
<8. Windasm Grolon 100, Stoi.ington 1GT» There are
h -avy Union giins io all the towns as yet heard from in
this aecto'Mi of the Mtnt^
New Haven Kives Seymour (Democrat) for Governor
W major.tf. Fnuiteeu t.'wns in New llaven county,
namely, New Haven, Orange, North Branford.
bridge, Nauxatuck, Hamden, Norih Haven, Deiby, Ka-t
Haven, M<tiiaoii, Heymour, Cheshire, Walling ford, and
Merlden give 4^7 majority, again of 391 to Buckingham
over IHfXi. when be carried the 8 ate over Seymour by500 m-jority.
Nkw Havkm, April 6.The Union State ticket, head¬

ed by Governor Buckingham, ia elected by three thousand
majority. Messrs Doming, llubbaid, sod Braodegee,
(Union.) ai.d English (Democrat) are elected to Cougre«».
The Union men have fifteen out of twentyswe Senators
and a large majority in the House.

ANOTHER REPORT OF GEN. M< CLELLAN.

0m<L. ACC0UNT of THE BATTLES OF
SOUTH MOUNTAIN AND ANTIETAM.

The Republican of l.at *7Zog pub'iahes,'... furnished
by the Government'1 the followiog official report from Gen
mcLLeu-am, beginning with tbe evacuation of Harmon'.
Landing.jd covering bi. operationa in reaching AquL.
oreek and Aleiandria; bi* reaumption of the command o
the fore., after the failure of Qen Pope, .nd hi. opera.

1U M»rJrl«d. including the battle. of South Mouutai.
and Aiitietaui It i. important and interesting. b i»g tbt
only offisial account of those bloody btttle. yet publi.bed

IIeadquahteks army of the Potomac,
_ .

October 15, 1862

rrElf^?AL ! i! bave the bonor t° .ubmit a pr liminary re-

suKsteaKSsfi4" c"r«°+*v

. material, between tbe 14th and 19th of August Th.
hneof w.hdr.wal .elected wa. thatof themS of tbe
Cbickabommy, Willum.burg, and Yorktown Upon thi.
line tbe main body of the army with nil if. tv.?,.
Jo°m^ "e.i"U,,|,uVi,. 0"rP* c oding the Cbickabottdnr at
June.', budge, and coveri g by ita march theSi
of tbe main column, lbe psuage of the Lower L'hicka
horn ny waa effected by meant of a batteau bridge t*u
thousand fret io length. The tran.f, r of the army tS York
town waa completed by tbe 19tb of August. The embark.

oftbe troopa «nd material atYorktown and Portree. Mon
roewa. at once commenced, and a. raoidle ..th.,

r.k!,»^ t
Alfxandru. No mere .ketch of an under¬

taking of»uch magnitude and yet ao delicate a military eb« rar
er will .uffice to do j u.tice. I mu.t now, however content
my.elf W'lth a .imp'e notice of it, deferring a full descibto,

l.l°n^Ve.hLthertL° P"."** to beatow uponSI
lay will not have beeu felt a* injurious to the public in-

I hVv» kTV^n* b^/r''(lu«nt r*porta from lime to time

surred
apartment advised of event. a» they oo

I reaclei Aqnia Creek with my .tafl on the 24th of Au

guat.reared my arrival, and a.ked for order. 0. fi
.

h of Augu.t I received from the General-in-Chief ner

Th.A;e,"nd,u'
the army under Gen. Pope. So como'e'elv u«« th ^

rdZTSte* v";p.«u"rJired men. Every thing el.e had been .-nt to Mulorre
Ben. P<»pe. In addition, I exbauated all ihe rneam at mv
*f«p<eal to forward auppli., to that officer, i.y 0wn he^
fuarter team, even being used for that purpose

.«^Lutrrrarr,v.kcj^,r.r;''^
ih.«b' Jhll« *""""8 J'Snll' i'^lTucTiun.'',"' Al"zZ'j'ru
ult ; M jUVl Wn> PrO'«"fe a f*vuSS ill
.ult id tbe oper&ticiH Iheo p&ndiiji/ And Hm/I m..

b-tod. thongfindirectly, col
Ld r n l^ n

°° ^September the f.ruid

£e;0erteifi«t7nrf^tST^lor
'ng.ged in active . p ration, under Gen Pope but bit
joy command wa. limited U» tbe immediate v rr?..n of
Washington. On the next day, however I w«« vlrhli J
inatructed by the Pre.ident and the General iu-Cbi. f to
i-.ume command of Gen. Poue'. tr<wm.
i»wn Army of tbe Potonuc) a. .oon a< tlie v amir?"Fa
tbe uci. iry of Wa.hington.to g0 , ut ISd °L1
to po- thwn aa I deemed be^t to reouUe^. J ""J
io.ure the .afety of tte city.

Pa, d

At thia time the taak impoaed upon me wa< limited to
th- dupoaition. nerewary to re.i.t « direct attack^ thi
»nemy upon the cpiUl Sncb indeed ,7. V
morally ind.catrd by the defeat of .ur (o,0» in' f'iV
Toe vaiiuu. garrlaon. were at ooce .trenathenivl «r,It n .t

n order and the troop, were d..p,,S to c^er ^1 ?he
ipproache. to tbe city, and .oa. to be read.l, thrown u^
breatened poinU New defence. w,re thr'wnuo
leemed necea^ary. A few dav. i.nlv h. i i

up where

.oinparative ^curity wa. lelt with r^ard to ^abifmT
¦e.i.t any attack upon the citv Th« .1, .

oility to

¦ni-iiiy fn>tn t&p fro:it .if WoliiutuQ ,.J tE'I.!!0* .'!'
Ibiylud eulnrgcJ th. of oL.U,^. .?T, "V

«lld dllV, ll.ro, .ut .f U , , |
Being b« nor. d with tbe charge ,bj,

'
,

ry'ta \
it once upon theadditonal dutie. impoj uS ^ wJJb
5heerfulne,. and tru.t, yet not without feehni tbe weTght
.f the reapouaibilitiea thu. a,.umed, and being deenTv im

pre..ed with the magnitude of tbe i..ue. involri P y

Having m«de the nece..aiy hrrangruient. f.»r tbe de-
ence of the fi y m the new condition ol thing,. I nn.h#. I
forward the l.t and 9th corp., under Genera . J
llttokor, forming the ri^ht wing under Gen> ml Hun^T

'm
swr sfiteV"'"
rck, the 11th corp."m .vnlly L talerl, r 2°k T
bauaand New Market, thu.Ldoufo^ th^ " " ^r"
b twe. n the centre and r"bTwŜ
direct route from Fredrick to WMhl'on ^
corp., under General Franklin. *u moved to D.r »

on tbe Cth inata.it, thence by DawV ^v u '^ u !,rWn
Buckeyrtown. covering the road (v"m ,h.
M, n.,cacy to Rockv.ll,, and b^r. To^in ?th "f tbc

with and aupport tbe centre, abouSit kKT£! C°nn'Ct

(MWaa .upp^ed) to force the t,e or,hr'M"Ce,Miy
Couch', divi.iou waa thrown forward to <
Roed. and Poole.ville by the r veVroa "

ih
" ' Cr "

that approach, watching the ford. f the Potom.f0'!^"1!1
li:

tn.P.». .
""h"«t.,o, .u«k iduVoJ,h^.r,',r.hr
M"n.«cy .r "dl,w h.. inu, ^ ^1.
17.. On the 12 b a portion of tbe right win* entered Vr-'
deiick. after a bri.k akirm,ah at the ouUk fu nf o »

«nd in ita atreeta. On the I'm. n> ,
® the city

right wing and centre paaaed through Freder ea" " i'f tM
euy the manifestation, of Union t.elin. u .

and gratifying. The^^LJSSjtt?
w. leome at the hand, of the inhabitant O the iTmhe
nd v.nce o. n. t.ng of Pie,.anton'a oavalry ami hor' e ilrttl

fonnlt'o.n'V h:.>*rick nn!h* I3tb, I obtained reliable in-
5 "V ,11 ""VT01' mu* '-teution. o| ib- enemy

-aw if the JU.ut'h M " n",M>,Mr) U> f re . the p,.-
M ?« L .

««"th MounUin iai.ge.nd gain p ..a-a-ioi. of

!V;d;;r.,r.V"".;:;,'r." m-< °-m i-

rrom C-1. Mile., commanding at Harper'. Ferry ir.forniiBv

hid h "nK Jt Pr7rd;"8 Ibe MaryL I height*
i^d t\Z !E2rf' f

*"Bck U> tbe rebels,

Krri tlaTlu "¦"«*»rafd at Harper',
.f, y, tl,e Merylend, Loudoun, and H.livar Height, l.-inu

all in poM' aaion of the enemy. 1 be uwaseng. r .ttted that

Mer!|Wn1l# M .W,;mlVTU,, ri!r ,b*ol .be
Miryl.ud Heights, and that, tb.iugh Col \1 U. «.u a t ,

aa.iatance, he ..id he oould b -Id out rertatnly two dsy"
1 directed bun to rn»ke bis way back, if posob e with tbe
mft.rmation that I w.a rapidly appnuE^VaJ woSd

MnMhe"pT by lhr,s" "t,l,,r CHiriew I
sent tbe same mes.age, with orders to h-dd out to the la,t
I d.i not learn that any of tb^se messengers auc.'e-de*! in

mftsSxr?!?* .<*"
H.r.l d,rf0 ^kd *0 ."¦..me comman I of the garr.son at

- "f'?r .'1 com-

Washington, and i^leTwI.Vt^V' " !'*
the proper antboritie. that the garrison it'W° 'HIT F
.bould be withdrawn, via HalSsIiw. * ^
tbe Cumber,and Valley or S I " ..«<'.» cotermg
bridge and ol>a»r..<,i( .» V' taking up the pontoon
bMk to LM-SIlffnir, :zlro*<.n
tTihe asf fl t7' ?w ""d U',,r" h"><> their own

for weiV. It wa! Z?a"" 'l °TUM h"« »»»'<. »f-"
irr* fm**r *^ .r

tnese Miggestiona. and when the .unj^t waa I ft b. ,»

docretion it waa loo Ute to do u. .if- '

relieve the ga riaon. ,h'D« a,C4,l'1 t y to

ed'guaTds'ss a'.ilnll't tr.* ^ b7 »'>r advsne-

Thi. was doue in l I i
",ar",on «lief was at hand,

he.ri l! L *'¦ '^l our Bring wa. distinctly
p. ^erry, and that they were tbu« inade

.warn that we were approaching rapidly. It vru confi¬
dently expected that tbis place could hold out until we hud
carried the mountain* aud werti in a position to make a de-
tacbiueut for it* relief. The left, therefore, vta« ordered
to move through Jefferson to the South Mountains, at
Craiuptou's Pan, in frout of BurketUville, while the ceu-
tre and right moved ui»>u the uiain or Turner'* Psss, in
front of Middletown. During there movement* I had uot
imposed long marches ou the ooiumna. The abaolute ueces-
.ity of refitting and giving aoiue little reat to troopa worn
down by previous long c mtinued marching and severe fight¬
ing. together with th- uncertainty aa to the actual position,
strength, ami intentions of the enemy, readred it incum¬
bent upou me to move slowly and cautiously until tbe head¬
quarter* reached Urbana, where I first obtaiued reliable
worination that the enemy'a object wm to move upon Har
per'* Ferry and tbe Cumberland Valley, and not upon fial
tiujore, Washington. or Gettysburg.In tbe absence of the full reporta of corpa commanders,
a aimple outline of the brilliant operation* wbioh resulted
in the carryi' g of the two paaaea through the South Moun¬
tain* in nil that can, at thi* time, with justice to the tioops
an 1 commanders engag d, be furniahed. The South Moun¬
tain rar ge, nearTuiner'a Pass, averages perhaps a thou¬
sand feet in he ght, and form* a strong natural military bar-
tier. The practicable paaaea are not numerous, and are
readily defensible, the gap* abounding in flue positions.Turner'* Paaa it the more prominent, being that by whiob
the national road croaaea tbe mountain*. It was n»c»ssa
rily ndictted as the route of advance of our mam fcrmy.'Fbe carrying of Crampton'a Past, some five or six mile*
below, waa al*o important to furnish th-j means of reach¬
ing the flank of tbe enemy, and having, aa a lateral move¬
ment, direct relationa to tbe attaok ou the principal pitas,while it at the tame tun* preaentei the moat direct prac¬ticable route for the relief of Haiper'a Ferry.
Karly in the morning of-the 14 bQen. Pleasanton, with a

cavalry force, reonnnoiterod the position of the enemy,whom be discovered to occupy the crests of commanding
lull* at the gap on either aide of the national road, and
upon advantageous ground in the centre upon and uear
tbe road, with artillery bearing upon all the approachesto their position, whether that by the main road or thoae
by th- country roada which led around up to the crest
upon the right and left. At about 6 o'clock A. M. Cox's
division of K»no's corpa, a portion of Burns de's column,
in co-oprration with the reeonnoiasanee, which by tbia
time had become an attack, moved up the mountain by the
old Sbarpsburg road to the left of tbe main road, dividing
as they advanced into two columns. These columns
(Hcammon's and Cook's brigades) handsomely carried the
enemy'* position on the crest in their front, which gave us
possession of an important point for further operations.
Fre*h bodies of tbe enemy now appearing, Cox's position,
though held stubbornly, became critical, and between 12
and 1 o'clock P. M. Wilcox's division, of Reno's C"rp*
was sent forward by Gen Burnside to suppoit Cox, and
between 2 and 3 P. M. Hturg's's division was sent up.The contest was maintained with perseverance until
dark, the enemy having the advantage aa to position, and
lighting with obstinacy: but the ground won was fullymaintained Tbe loss in killed aud wounded here was eon-
liderable on both sides; and it was here that Major Gene¬
ral Reno, who had gone forward to observe tbe operationsnf hi* corps, and to give auch direction* as were necessa¬
ry, fell pierced with a musk-t ball. The loss of tnis brave
mid distinguished officer tempered wi'h sadness the exulta¬
tions of triumph. A gallant soldier, an abl* General, en-
1 ared to his tro< ps and associate*, his death is felt as an
rreptr^bie misfortune.
About 3 o'clock P.M., Hooker's oorps, of Burnside's

sduinn, moved up to the light of tbe main mad by a coun¬
ty road, which, bending to the right, then turning up to
lie left, circuit u*ly wound its way beyond the crest of
be p<*t to the Mountain House, on the main road Geu
[looker sent Meade, with the division of Pennsylvania re-
lervea, to at ack the eminence to th« right of this entrance
:o the gap, which wa* done most handsomely and suc-
esafully.
Patrick's brigade, of Hatch's division, waa sent.one

[> Ttion up around the road, to turn the bi',1 on the left,
while the remaiuder advanced as skirmisberr.up the bil',
%nd occupied tbe crest, supported by Doubl-aay'« aud
Phelps'* brigades. Tbe movement, after a abarp contest
on the crest and in the field* in the depression between the
cresi and the adjoining hill, was fully successful.

Riekett's division pressed up the mountain about five
P M., arriving at the crest with the left of his c.< mmniid
in time to participate in the closing scene of the engage¬
ment Ke ieving Hatch'* division, Ricke't* remained on
tbe ground, holding tbe battle-field during th" night.1 be mountain sides thus gallantly phased over by Hook- r
on th- right of the gap and Reuoon the left were at ep aud
d ffi -ult in the extreme. We cou'd make but little use < f
our at tillery, while our tro ps were subject to a warm
artillery fire, a< well as to that of infantry in the w»od*
and uuder cover By order of Gen. Burnside, O bbou's
brigade, of Hatch's division, late in tbe afternoon advanced
upon the centre of the enemy's position on the main r<>ad
Deploying bis brigade, Gibbon actively engaged a superior
f nee of the enemy, which, though stubbornly resisting.
w»s steadily passed back until some hour* after dark,
when Gibbon rema ned in undisturbed posaes*l<m of Hie
field. He was then relieved by a brigade of Sedgwick's
division. Finding themselves ou flunked both on the right
and left, the enemy aban to.ied their position during the
night, leaving their desd and wounded on the field, and
ba t ly retreated down the mountain.

In the cngsgem nt at Turner'* p»<s our loss was three
hundicd aud twenty-eight kled, and one tbouaand four
hundrel and-ixty-tre-woui.ded a,d mis»ig; thatoftbe ,

enemy is estimated t-> be. in all, about three thousand
Amng our wounded, I regret tt> say, were Brigadier Gen-
era! J. P Hatch and other valuable officers.

'I he csrrying of Crampton'* Pass by Fra< klin wa* exe
cuted r»pidly and dec sively 8locum's d vision wa« foim-
»d upou tbe Tight of tbe road leading through the gap,
tim th's upon the left. A line, formed of Bartlett's mid
Torbitt's brigade, supported by Newton, whoae activity
was conspicuous, (all of tslocum'a division.) advanced tUa-
dily upon the enemy at a charge on tbe right. Tbe enemy
were driven from their poaiiiou at the ba»e of tbe moun¬
tain. where they were protected by a stone wall, and
steadily forced ba<*k up tbe rnounta u until they reached
the 1 ositiou of their battery near the road, well up tbe
mountain. Here they made a stand, They were, however,
dnveu back, retiring their artillery iu tehtlom, until, af er
nil action of three hours, <he crest waa gained, aud tbe
enemy hastily fled down tbe niountaiua on the other »ide
0'i the left ol the roid Brooks's and Irwin'* brigade*, of
Smith'* division, formed for the protection of B ocum's
(l uik,cha'ged up the mountain in the aatneste-<*y mmner,
dliving the enemy b-fore them until the ere«t «ucarri-d.
The loss hi Franklin's corps waa one hundred aud fi'teen
ki led, lour hundred and »igteeu woundeil, and two missing
The enemy's loss w*a about tbe aarne. One piece of artil
Isry and four colors were captured, and knapaacka, aud
etcu haversacks, were abandoned aa the enemy were
dnveu up the bill.

().i the morning i f tbe l&th I waa informed by Union
civil.an* living on tbe side of ibe mountains hat the enemy
wer < retreating in the greatest baste and in disordered
masse* fo t">e river. There was »uch a eo cnrrence of te.»«
tlmo >y on this point that there seemed no doubt as t« tbe
tact. The has y retreat of the enemy's forces from the
mountain, and the withdrawal ol the remaning troopsfr in between Boonsboro' and Hagerstown to a p aitiou
where they could resist a'tack and cover the Rhepbe'da-
U.wn ford, aud receive the reinforcementa > xpecte l from
Harpei'* Kerry, were for a time in'erpre'el aa evidences
of the enem>'s disorgamt »t on and demorshcation
A* soon a« it was detinlHy known that the . n ^my bad

abandoned the mountain*, the cavalry and (he corp* of
Sumner, Hooker, and Man>field were ordered to pur*uethein, via the turnpike *nd Boonsboro,' aa promptly a* pos¬sible. Tbe eorps of Burnside and Potter (the latter hav
ing but one wenk division pT*s--uM were ordered to move
by ihe old S»iarp*burg road, and Frsnklin to advance in o

P.easant Valley, occupy Kidirersville, nnd to endeavor t »
relieve Harper's Ferry. Burnauleand Porter,upon reach¬
ing the t oad Iroui Boonsboro' t>> Kuhrefiville, were to re¬
inforce' Franklin or to in<jve on Hharpsburr, according to
eireumatanoes. Franklin moved towards Hrown*ville, ami
found th'-re a force largely superior in numbera to his own,
drawn up In a atrong position to receive him. Here the
total oe«<ation of firing |:i the direction of Harper'* Ferij
ind catetl but too clearly tbe shameful and premature sur¬
render of that poat.
The cavalry advance overtook a body of the enemy'* cav-

slry at Boonsboro', which it dispersed af er a brief skir¬
mish, killing and wounding many, taking some two hun¬
dred and fiiiy prisoners and two gun*.

Richardson's div s on, of Kuinm r'* corps, passing Boons¬
boro' to Kedynilie, found a few miles beyond the town the
enemy's force*, dmplajed in line of battle, strong both in
r apect to number* and position, and awaiting attack.
Upon receising reporta of the dispoaitmn of the enemy, I
directed all the corps, except that of Franklin, upon
Sharpsburg, leaving Franklin to observe and check the
eneuiv in hi* fmnt, and avail himself of any chance that
might <ff r. I had hoped to Coim up with the enemy,
during the IMh in sufficient force to beat them again, and
drive ibera tato rt»e itv»e Mf lnstrocti»os were, that if
the enemy w, r uwlou the march tm\v were to 6e at once
attacked, it «y were found n. fore* sod position, the
Curoa wer « plaoe.i <r> po»'ti .n for attack, but no at-
tick waa made until I r.<a thefroO'
On at the front ir "sma . o md but

two divisions, Richardson's audM-ket's o po»iti<>« '!e

rmt were halted in tbe road, the lifid of the column w®#
di»tance in tbe rear of Richardson. After a rapid elimi¬
nation of tbe petition, I found that it wai too late to at¬
tack that day, and at once directed location* fc» be selected
for our batteries of position, and indicated tbe bivouac* for
toe different corps. missing them near and on both aidea of
the Sbarpsburg pike. The corpa were not all in their
placea uulil tbe next morning, aoiue time after sunr.ae.
On the 16th the enemy had slightly changed iheir line,

and were pouted upon the Heighta in rear of the Antietam
creek, their lef.. and centre being upon and in (root of the
road from Sharpsburg to Hagerstown, and protected bywooda and irregularities of tbe ground. Their extreme
lelt rested upon a wooded eminence near the cross-roads
to lb* north of J. Miller'* farm, the distance at this pointbetween the road aud the Potomac, which makea here a
great bend to the east, being about three fourth* of a mile.
Their right re*'ed on the hill" to tbe rwht of Shatpsburg,
near Suavely'* farm, covering the cro*siugof the Auiietain
and the approaches to the town trom the toutbeaat. The
ground between Iheir immediate front and tbe Antietam is
undulating Hills intervene whose creata in general are
c immand' d by the crests i>f others in their rear. On all
favorable points their artillery wa* ported. It became
evideut, from the force of the enemy and the strength of
their position, that desperate fighting alone could drive
th.mf.oin tb« field, and all felt that a great and terrible
battle waa at hand.

In proceeding to the narrative of the event* of tbia and
the succeeding day, I mutt here repeat what I have ob¬
served in reporting upon the other subject* of thU com-
municauon, tnat I st'empt in thia preliminary report n«>-
h ng more than a sk-tch of the main featurea of thia great
engagement, reaerviug for my official re,»ort, based upon
the reports of the oorps commander*, that full deacriptiou
of detail* which shall place upon record tbe achievements
of individuals and of particular bodies of troopa. The de¬
sign was to make the main attack upon the eneniy . left.
at 1. asf, to create a diversion in favor of the main attack,
with the hope of something more.by assailing the enemy <

right, and a* soon an one or both of tbe flank iuoveujputs
were fully successful, to attack their centre with any re-
te>ve I might then Lave on hand.
The morning of the 16th (during which the:e waa consi¬

derable artiller> firing) w*s "pent in obtaining information
as to the ground, rectifying the petition of the troopa, andperfecting the arrangement* for the attack.
On the afternoon of the 16th Hooker's corps, consisting

of Kicketts' and Doubleday's diviaiona, and tbe Pennsylva¬
nia Reserves, u»d«r Meade, waa aent across the Antietam
creek, by a ford and bridge to the right of Kedvsville, with
orders to attack, aud, if possible, turn the enemy's left
Mansfie'd. with hia corp«,was sent tn the evening to sup¬
port Hooker. Arrived in portion, Meade'* division of the
Pennsylvania Reserves, which was at the head of Hooker s

corps, became engaged in a sharp content with the enemy,
which lasted until after dark, when it succeeded in driving
in n portion of the oppoeing line, and held the ground.
At daylight th* c >ntest was renewed be'ween Hooker

and the en* my in hi* fruit. H- oker'a attack was success¬ful (or a tiuie, but masses of the enemy, thrown upon his
corps, checked it. Mansfield brought up hia corps to Hook¬
er's support, wbeu the two corps drove the enemy bark,
the gallant and distinguished veteran Mamfield losing bis
li'e in ihe eff rt Qen. Hooker was, unhappily, about thia
time wounded, and compelled to leave the field, w here his
services had been conspicuous and important. About an
hour after this time Sumner's corpa, consisting of Hedg-
wick's, Richardson's, and French's divisions, arrived on
he field.Richardson sometime after tbe other two, "
he was unable to atart as soon at they.
Sedgwick, on the right, penetrated the wooda in front of

Hooker's and Man fi Id's troops. French and Rich¬
ardson were placed to the Mt of Sedgwick, thus at
tack'iig the t-ne y toward* their left centre. Crawford s
a- d Sedgwick's lines, however, yie'ded to a destructivefire of mas-es of the enemy in the w.*>d*, and, suffering
Krea ly.Gena. Sedgwick and Crawford being among the
wounded.their troops fell back in disorder; they never-
thelefs rallied in the wo< ds. Tbe enemy's advance was,
however, entirely checked by the destructive fire of
our artillery Frankliu, who had b*en direc'ed the day
before to join the main »rmy wilh two division*, ar
rived on th* fie'd f-om Brownsville about an h .ur after,
aud Smith's division replaced Sedgwick's and Crawford's
line. Advancing steadily, it swept over tbe ground just
lo.t, but now permanently retaken. The divisions of
French and Richardson maintained with considerable loss
the exposed positions which tbev had so gallautly gained,
amo 't the wounded being Oen. Richardson.
The condition of th ugs on the nght. towarda the middle

.if the alien.oon, uot withstanding the aucoead wrested
from the enemy by tbe itubborn bravery of the troops,
wis at this tnue unpomising. Sumner's, Hooker'a, and
Mnifri' Id's corps had lost leavily, several general < ffioers
having beeu ca-ried from tbe field. I was at one tune
compelled to draw two brigades from Porter's corps (the
reserve) to strengthen the right. This left fur the reserve
the sin ill divisi n of regular* who bad been engaged in

lupp rting dur ng the day the batteries in the centre and a

.ingle brigade of Morel'.'* division Before I left the right
to return to tbe ceriire, I became .ntisfied that the line
w,>u'd behe d without these two bngadea, and counter¬
manded the order, which waa in the course of execution
The efl" ct of Burnside's movement on the enemy's right
was to pievent the further massing of their troopa on their
left, and we held what we had gamed.
Bun siVs corps, oonsis'ing of Wilcox's, Hturgis s, and

Rodman's divisi ns, and Cox's Kanawbt division, waa en-

tiust. d with the difficnlttaak of carrying the bridge across
the Antietam, n. ar Rohrback's farm, and sa.suiting the
enemy's right, tbe order having been communicated to him
at 10 o'clock A. M.
The valley of th- Ant etam at and near the bndge is

narrow, w.th high bank.. On tbe right of the stream the
bank is wooded, and command, tbe approaches both to
the bridge and the ford. Tbe steep slopes of the bank
were liurd with nfle pits and breastworks of ra Is and
stones 1 he»e. together with tbe wood*, were filled with
the enemy's in»<n»ry. while their batteries completely com¬
manded and enfiladed fhe bridge and ford aud their ap-

VThe advance of the troop* brought on an obstinate and
.snguinary contest, and Inun the great natural advantages
of the portion, it was neaily one o'clock before ti e
he ghU on the r ght bank were carried At about three
o'clock P. M. the corps again advanced, and with success,
tbe light driving the enemy before it and pushirg on
nearly to 8h«rp*burg, while the le't, alter a hvd eoeounter,
nlso compelled the eneniy to retire before it. I he enemy
here, however, were speedi'y reinfor<'®d. and with over-
*h-lm tig masfcs. New ba'terns cf their artillerr. also,
were br u|ht up ar d opened It become evident that our
f. r -e was 11 t euffi -lent to enable the advance to reach the
town, and the orde' wn given to retire to Ibe cover of
the hill, which waa taken from the enemy earlier in the
atteruoon. i ho- movement was effected without c .nfu*ion,
and the poai ion maintained until the enemy retreat-d
Oen. Bum ide hid-eni to me f .r reinforcements Me in

the afternoon, but the cond tion of thing, on the r ght was

no* such as to enable me to afford them.
Dur ng th* wb« 1« .lay our ar.ill ry was every where

bravely and ably handled. Indeed I ca not speak V O

highly 'h. efficiency of our b-ttenes, and of tbe grvat-e'vice they r. ndere i. On more thanonejfcw, u i n' a lit ry was broken, they covered its reforuiation .ud
drove b.n'k the ,11' my. |The cavalry h d ntle field for operations during tbe en-

gagcm.ii', but wa. employed in supporting the horse artil-fery batteiies in the centre, snd in driving up stragglers,
while await ng oppoitui ity for other servioe.

Tbe signal fo. ,.., under Major Mycr rendered dttnog tbe
operation, at Anfietani. M at South Mountain, and dunrg
the wh le ini.vem-nts « f the army, efficient and valuably
M vfee Indeed by its services here, as on other fields
elsewhere, this corps has gillant y eimrd its title to an in¬

dependent and permanent organ zation.
I he duties devolv.ng npon my staff during the ac.iori

w^re most import.ut, and the p. rformanees of tbem able
and untiring. At a la'er day I propuso U. bring lo tbe no¬

tice of the Depigment their individual services. ..IWilh the day closed this memorable battle, in which,
perb.p«, nearly two hundred thousand men were f->r lonr-
Teen hours engaged in o mbat. W « ha.1 attacked the ene¬

my in position, driven til m from the line oi one liana, ami
* cured a foo nig witbiu it on the other. I inter the de¬
pression of previous reverses, we had achieved a victory
over an adversary invested with the prestige of former suc¬
cesses and Inflated with a recent triumph Our lores*
slept that night conquerors on a field won by their valor,
and covered witn the dead and wounded of iheeneiny.
Tbe night, how. Ver, presented serious ques iom; morn-

ing brought with it grave responsibilities, lo '"-.oew tbe
attack again on the lHtb, or to defer it, with the chance
of the eiicinv'. retirement after a day ot suspense, were
the question* beftre me. A careful and
th^ of ©4nnm»nd. *ih! my kn«iwi«ag* o ?

enemy's force and p.M.ition, failed to impress ins. with any
reaso .able csrtainty of success If I ^.'ttlredwithout tein'orcog column. A v.ew of the> *hatt-rejsUte of some of the ca.rpa sufficed t<>¦ det»r me fr . |J»dutnu theui into immediate action, and I fel

. . into the army and the country tot bade the
^a hasty in veinent. which might re-ult in .

»,d b.. r.r. ib.

J-t .T>»«».,J . or* re t to the fatigued, and remove the wound-

el. Of the reinforcements, Couch'* diviaion, althoughmarching with commendable rapidity, waa not in positionuntil a late hour in the morning ; and Humphrey'4 diviaion
of new troop*, fa'igued with tarred marches, were arriv¬
ing throughout the day, but were not available uuUi near
its close. Large reinforcement* from Pennaylvania, which
were expected during the day, did not arrive at a'l.
During the 18-h oidera were given for a renewal of the

attack at da) light oh the 19th. On the (light of the 10th
the enemy, after having been passing troops in the latter
Cart of the day from the Virginia shore to their poaitioaehiud Sharpsburg, an seen by our officer*, suddenly form¬
ed the desigi of abandoning their line. Tbia movement
they executed before day ligot being but a short distance
froiu the river, the evacuation presented but little diffi¬
culty. It wta, however, rapid!) followed up.? recoouoistatice was made aeio** the river on the even-
iog of the I9tb, which resulted in a*certainiug the near
presence of the enemy in a >me force, and in our capturing six
guna. A second reconuoisaauce, the next morning, which,with the fir<-t, waa made by a aiuall detachment from
Porter'* corpa, resulted in observiog a heavy force of the
enemy there The detachment withdraw with alight loaa.

I jubmit herewith * list of the killed, woundod, and mis-
si' g in the engagement* of the 15th, and of the Iti.h and
17th. The enemy's lo-a in believed, from tbo beat source*
of information, to be nearly thirty thoii>and. Their dead
were moatly leit on the field, and a large number of
wound-d were tell behind
While it gives me pi saure to apeak of the gallantry ami

devotion of offioera and men, generally displayed throughthia coutlict. 1 feel it necemary to mention that some offi-
0 ra end mm akulked from their places in the rank* until
the btttle waa over. Death on the apot muat herpatter bo
the fnte of ail auch coward*, and iho lund* of the militarycommanders muat be strengtheaed with all the power of
the Government to iuflet it summarily.The early and disgraceful surrender of Harper'* Ferrydeprived my operation* of reaults which would have form¬
ed e brilliant sequenoe to ttie substantial an 1 gratifying
success already related Had th . garrison held out buttwen-
ty-ti ur houra longer, I should/in all probat'Uiy, have cap¬tured that part «>f the enemy'* force engaged in the attack
on the Maryland Height*, whiL the whole garria >n, torn*
twelve thouannd atroi>g,c >uld have b-en drawn t . reinforce
me on the day of the dec.sive battle.ce-taiolyon the
morning of the 18th. I would thu* biive been in a poiiticn
to have destroyed the reb I army. Under the name cir¬
cumstance*, h«d the besieging force . n th" Virgin a aide
at Harper's Ferry not been withdrawn, I would have had
thirty five or forty tbouanml leaa men lo encounter at An-
tietam, and muat have c-ptuned or destroyed all opposed
to me. A* it waa. I had to eng»g> an army freah from a
recent, and to them a great victory, and to reap the diaid-
vantagea of their being freahly aud plentifully suppliedwith ammunition ai d supplie*
The o'J ct and re*ulta <f ih:a brief campaign may be

aumried up aa follow*: In 'h* beginning of the month of
Heptember the *a'ety of the national capital waa seriouslyendangered by the |ire>-euce of a victorious euemy, who
aoon a'tr created into Maryland and then directly threat¬
ened Washington and Baltimore, while tliey occupied the
.oil of a loyal Mtate, and threatened an iovaaion of Penn¬
sylvania. Tne army of the Un 011, inferior in numbers,
weaned by long march-*, deficient in variona *up(>liea,
worn oat by numerous battles, the last of which had not
been successful. fir-it covered by it* movemeuta the impor¬
tant c tie* of NVanbingtou aud Baltimore, then boldly at-
ta"ked the victori»ua eueiny in their chosen atrong poai-
tion. And drove them back, with all their superiority of
number*, intu the State of Virginia; thu* aaving the loyal
State* from invasion. and-rudrly diapelliug the rebel dreams
of carrying t li * war into our country and subsisting upon
our reaouicea. 1 hir'een gur:a and thirty-niii* colors, morn
than fifteen thousand stand of munll nrma, and more thant
a i thousand piin uera, were the trophic* which atteat the
auccea* of our arm*.
Rendering thank* to Divine Provident» for ita bleaaiog

upon our exertions, I cl«-se thia brief report. I beg only
to add the hope tt at the army's eff -rt* for the cauae in
which we are engaged will be deemed worthy to receive
the commendation of the Government and the country,I am, very reapectful'y, your oh di-nt servant,

GEO. B McCLELLAN,
Msjor Geueral U. 8. Army.

Brigadier General L. Thomas,
Adjutant Geueral U. S. Army.

OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENCE.

Paris, Fridav, March 20th, 1863.
Of all the festivities which have celebrated the event of

the marriage of the Prince of Wale* in England, there it
not one, perbsp*, which baa done *0 much honor at once
to the donor aud to the Prince hiaiaeif aa that wh ch took
place at Nice under the auapice* of an American citizen.
It ia impossible, I should tbii k, for any roun ryman of Mr.
Peabody 'o hear or read of that etc and ita detail* with.
i»ut feeling proud of their fellow citizen aud of the land
which produces aucb individual*. The apleudor and gener-
[>aity with which the tbii g waa doue were in fict the least
part of it; for uo one expect* leaa than th»t of Mr. Pea¬
body who baa ever either shared hi* splendid huspita'ity
or heard (snd who ha* not beard)of bta boundless charity.
What is moat striking in tbe incident of which I speak is

it* enlarge.! benevolence; which soars far above the re¬

gions of individual or t Vt n natii Lai ill-will against an elder
and a parent nation, and think* only of the >1 ung boy, who,
acting under the wise cuidance of hi* il!u*trious father, waa
tbe first of hi* lace to u-ek the shore of America.the first
to ataud uncovered before tbe tomb of Waahiugton, since
tbe great events of 1770. Thia waa the Prince of Wales,
and thia waa the noble sentimeot wLich inapired an Ameri¬
can citicn to celebra'e by a truly international banquet,
an occaaion dignified quite a* much by tbe hitherto unsul¬
lied youth and reputatiim . f tbe principal parties, aa by
the vutue*, on both aides, of th-tr progenitor*, aa by their
own high station and prospects in ihia world. Th'- inspi-
ration waa iudeed noble, aud breatbea the spirit of thelofti-
e«t charity ami go d will, especial y at a moment and un¬
der t-ircumaUncea like the present. Let us hope taat such
a demonstration of kmdl> f. e.mg to the >oung son will
pour one more drop of ron*6latori into the bitter eup of
tbe n be lady who ceases not to mourn tb« loa* of one of
tbe most upright and honorable among men.

Description, mere desrription, can convey little notiooa
of the intrinsic qu*iity of a lestivity of which thx ie«l va-

!u- lie* so much de< p' r thtn mere outside gaud and tiuael
I shall, tbeiCfore, at'empt little more than to reoord tbe
tact that Mr. Peabody. being at Nice for bu health,(which
baa iiretlly b- nefiited by Li* sojouin toer-,) g*v»- a truly
magnificenr enteriainme t 11 the loon r «-m of tt e Gmnde-
Brvt»gne Hotel to ah tbe chi'f k.uali*h, Amenoau, aud
French visiters and reaidrnta, tn celebrat on of th mar¬

riage of tbe English Prit c*> To make the thing more com¬

plete and umque, the ve ierable Lor>t BrouM oaui, now n
h «e>gbty-bf hjeir.(nine over iroin Canic ¦ to Join the party
and 'e-ti'y hi* r**apect and esteem f >r th- d»<>or Th- ct.ief
? p-echi a delivered were ibosn ot th« Duke of itnoiil ou n

41vu g tbe heal h of the fcinpeior ol tbo F>eneb; of the
Prefect of t'e Mn itiuie Alp* ou siv'ti* ihaiof Quern Vie-
lorta. "a* Queen, wile, and mother;" ol the Maruuta of
Headfoit ou g vmg ttat of the Pieaid nt of tbe United
State-; nnd fa-1, though n >t b a»t, of Mr Pea^udy on giv-
iog tbe toaat of tbe day, tne health of tne Prince ul Wale*
and hia young brid* Then came, of a far warmer and leaa
official character, tbe health of Mr Paabody himself by
Lord Br ugbaui, ubo came there, he aaid, " to testify his
profound rea|«*Cl and beartfrlt gratitudo toward* ao great
a pub ;c beriefactor," one who atnod at the bead of that
ct *a to which beloug auch men as Sir W m. Browu, of Liv-
erpo.j, S»r F aiicia Croaaley, of Halifax, aud Sir Jaine*
Baxter, of Dundee: a claas whose largo aud wi*e benafi-
cenoe i,n>1 won th<< respect and grati'ude of tte whole
world"

Mr. P< aV>dy bad intended to give a concert to conclude
the evening, but )ieldrd U* a bail, m bu b included still
grea er nuiiibe.a, and partook entirely of aa internat.ooel
character.

Ilnw much pleaaaiiter are such acenea to ilesoribe than
the trickery of rival politiciana and partiea' I haveaearoely
heart in th a letter to ruab htck into the turbid atr*am of
curreot eventa. A debate of great animation and even

of some violence iu the Senate on the petuiona in favor of
Poland ha* juat (iowd by a vote of the " order of the day."
Piiuce Mapoleou *pohe at gr»at length, urging tbe Oovern-
m» n't" extreme m--a*ures. But he well replied to by
M Billault. who pro »<*t»*«i that the Oovernmeut was full
of aywpitby for Poland, and would do all iu ita po*ar to
aid bet, *bort of thiowing Europe into C. uruUions

A CONFEDERATE STATES BANK.
A preliminary proapectua (without any name being at¬

tached) of " Tbe London and Confederate Htatea Bank" la

publuhed in tbe London journals. The capital is fixed at
jC*,0l>0,U00 sterl ng The prospectus p ants out the cer¬

tainty of tbe ultimate recognition of the Southern S ates,
and tbe desirability of having bankiug facilities ready tor
tbe redemption of that trade which will be carried on

through new and independent channel*.


